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The Blockbuster Mentality 

The movie industry has manifested superfluously throughout the years of its 
existence, starting with the rise of color films in the 1960s. New technologies in how a 
movie is produced have been brought to attention, and have released some of the greatest 
films we as a people have ever seen. With each era of the industry comes a separate list 
of title winners, set to compete with other top rated films of their own times in a list for 
the top grossing films in the U.S.A. box office. Unfortunately, this is not an accurate 
measurement, considering the tools available for distribution, production and the 
economic struggles of the country. 

The highest ranked movies on the list are typically those that had the most 
investments, or were highly anticipated films for various reasons, whether it be because 
the film is a sequel to a blockbuster, or because the most infamous actors and actresses 
star in it. All three Shrek movies are within the top fifty, with the second and third in the 

series in the top twenty-five. Not only does this accurately portray how inflation affects 

the placement on the list, considering how the original is at number forty nine, and the 
other two (produced more recently) are numbers five and twenty three, respectively, but 
it also displays the success of sequels in the box office. Also noted is that there is a total 
of six films distributed before 2000 in the top twenty- five, and of those six, four of them 
are movies in a series. The other two are Forrest Gump and E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial, 

two cult classics with high regard from fanatics globally. 
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By taking the list of 500 All Time Box Office Movies in the U.S.A. and dividing 

it into sections by decade, the list appears to make sense. All of the top movies in every 
decade were the most memorable ones to this day. The most successful series also placed 
highly in each list, rather than low because of economic differences. Most of the original 
twenty-five are still in place, all from the 21 st century and up. The 90s twenty-fifth movie 
on the list is Pretty Woman, which was at 139 on the original list. The 80s had a similar 
situation, with Coming to America as its twenty-fifth, 238 on the original list. There were 
not a total of twenty-five movies from the 1970s in the top 500. The one thing all four 
eras had in common was having a Star Wars movie in the top five of every list. 

The fact that out of the 500 movies, the ones that made the most money came 
from this decade is disturbing. If the movie Grease had been released in 2010 rather than 

in 1970, they would have made $574,820,810 instead of $171,360,000. That means that 
Grease would be number three on the list, rather than number 132. The oldest movie on 
the separated lists is Airport, released in 1970 making a total of $100,489,150. Inflation 
from 1970 to 2010 is 463.7% in the U.S. 

What does all this mean? It means that the list inaccurate in comparing movies 
because of their income. The entire system in the future is to be run by movies of the next 

decade, and the trend will continue. The only thing the list proves is that high budgets 
and blockbuster sequels are the top way to make money. When the list was dissected into 
four decades, more than half of all the movies in each list were a part of a series. 
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Since this list is essentially useless, using a method of finding the inflation 

percentages in the U.S. economy and connecting it to the totals of the films over the 

years to all model one economic structure came off as a brilliant idea. On this list is a 

competition to see which movies would have made more if released in today's society: 



1. Star Wars IV: A New Hope 

2. Jaws 

3. The Exorcist 

4. E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial 

5. Titanic 

6. The Sting 

7. Avatar 

8. Star Wars V: The Empire Strikes Back 

9. Star Wars VI: Return of the Jedi 

10. Grease 

11. Raiders of the Lost Ark 

12. Star Wars I: The Phantom Menace 

13. The Dark Knight 

14. Jurassic Park 

15. Shrek 2 

16. Forrest Gump 

17. The Lion King 

18. Pirates of the Caribbean 

19. Batman 

20. Toy Story 3 



These were the top five totaling movies in each decade. A decent percentage of these 
movies would go in modern day moviegoers favorite movies list, and all of them are total 
movie blockbusters. The standard that these movies set on the future of filmmaking is 

impossible. It's not easy to create a movie that can do as well as some of these without 
tapping on the key points all of these movies did, such as action, special effects and CGI. 
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The irony is how only a select few of these movies made it onto the Top 250 

Movies of All Time on the very same website. The films on that list are voted on by users 
of the site, and show a general lack of bias. Star Wars, Lord of the Rings, and The Dark 
Knight are the only top money making films that are also top voted movies. 

Fortunately, these movies are not the end-all-say-all for the industry. The 
Sundance Channel, and the Independent Film Channel have yearly events that allow 
independent films to gain exposure and fan bases. The Blair Witch Project, an 

independent film from 1999, was a huge hit in the box office after gaining exposure. It is 
number 230 on the top 500 box office movies, despite it's lack of blockbuster 
characteristics. That film set the bar for how independent films can be the next big hit, 
and also shows how there are plenty of excellent movies that aren't getting as much 
exposure because of movies that are advertised on television, etc. Fargo and Brokeback 

Mountain are also two excellent films that sprouted as an indie film. 

Memento, a film that was first screened at the Venice Film Festival, was 
unbelievably underrated, but still managed to get exposure from hotshot movie critics 
Ebert and Roeper in 2001 as Richard Roeper's number one film. Although the film never 

screened across the country in theatres, it is still highly regarded by all film fans. It's 
number twenty-nine on IMDB's top 250 movies of all time. 

Essentially, the blockbuster mentality that the films create only affects the 
marketing experience of the industry. The quality department of the industry remains 
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intact, and allows filmmakers to still want to continue doing better. However, it is known 
that in order to be successful in the industry, you have to replicate some of the parts that 
the top money making films do. Avatar did this by replicating the plot of Pocahontas, a 

Disney film that is adored by fans to this day. By simply rearranging characters and 
renaming them with the added twist of next-generation special effects and violence, the 
movie was THE ultimate blockbuster. In the end, it comes down to the fact that the 
movie industry is always changing, and can not be affected by the monetary aspects in 
place of quality films. 
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